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Enclosed to the Bureau and receiving offices 
are two copies each of an article appearing in the Fresno 
Bee newspaper of 3/11/77 which synopsizes the current 
problem of the Mexican Mafia and the Huestra Familia in 
the State of California. 


For the information of the Bureau and receiving 
offices, Sacramento is instituting investigation of the 
captioned organizations and individuals, based on the 
enclosed newspaper article and the following information. 


In recent years, there has been an increase in 
violence and criminal activity on the part of the captioned 
organizations, which had their origins within the California 
Prison System. These groups have now spread to the civilian 
population outside the prison system and have evidenced a 
high degree of organization. Recent informant information 
obtained by state and local authorities indicates well 
organized criminal activity is planned and perpetrated by 
these groups. Documents seized during local arrests Of 
Nuestra Familia (NF) members discuss in succinct form the 
intended criminal activity to be undertaken to finance the 
gang! s operations in the areas of prostitution, narcotics, 
robbery and extortion. 

Some examples of criminal activity undertaken by 
these gangs in the recent past, in the areas of &BI 
jurisdiction, are as follows: 
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| [ California Department 

of Corrections , 5ooi si street, Sacramento, California, 
has advised that he has been following the progress of 
the NF and the MM for the past four years. He advised 
these two organizations have increased their membership 
dramatically and may have as many as 300 to 400 members 
-in--the- Stat-e-of California- — He— stated- ail of the-prison- 
gang organizations are involved in murder, extortion, 
narcotics and robberies. I h as been in recent contact 

with the state authorities in Texas, New Mexico and Arizona 
who have acknowledged existence of captioned organizations 
in their respective states. As several of the members of 
captioned organizations have been convicted of federal 
violations and are now serving sentences in federal 
institutions, recruiting for these organizations will 
undoubtedly be conducted within the Federal Prison System 
and in all probability will further the organizations’ 
geographical influence. 
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groups have become, and are rapidly becoming more so, a 
major crime problem in specific geographic areas within 
the State of California and to the state as a whole. It 
appears an excellent opportunity for the FBI to make a 
concerted effort to make a significant contribution in 
the areas of major crime problems involving these 
organi z a tions . 

The primary initial thrust will concern the 
alleged extortion of businesses and development of 
informants, if, at the end of a 90-day period, or 
earlier as determined by investigation, it is established 
there are no prosecutable violations, a closing report 
will be submitted. 
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00: SF 


Mexican-American inmates at San Quentin Prison , Calif'. , 
began forming La Nuestra Familia (NF) as a prison gang during 
1966*1967/ for protection against another prison gan f 
the Mexican Mafia. During 1971 , a constitution was 
drawn up setting out the structure and laws of NF. There are 
approximately 400*500 members of NF in prisons and on the 
_"#.te«at0.. ,, .._of California at the present time. 


The structure of the NF as set out in their 
constitution is headed by a General, under which are ten 
(10) Captains/ under which are unlimited Lieutenants, and 
under which are soldiers. Rank is obtained by being 
a good soldier and making a certain number of "hits" (murders) 
on "hermits" 
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Several of the entries have been covered over by markings 
in an attempt to obliterate the original notation. Recovery 
of these entries would be of assistance both in local and 
Bureau investigations. 

REQUEST OF THE BUREAU : 

The Document Section is requested to examine 
all pages of the enclosed notebook in an attempt to 
retrieve original notations made prior to apparent 
obliteration. 

The Bureau is requested to return enclosed 
evidence to Sacramento Division upon completion of examination. 
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Los Angeles and Sacramento have active investigations 
of NF. Investigation continuing in San Francisco to develop 
a RICO violation. 
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LA NUESTRA FAM1LIA 
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Characters RACKETEER INFLUENCED AND CORRUPT ORGANIZATIONS 


Synopsis: La Nuestra Familia (NF) was formed in 1968 of Mexican- 

American inmates and is a California prison based gang of 
200 to 400 operating in the prisons and on the streets of 
California. NF has a written Constitution and By-Laws 
setting up banks for illegal money to be put in to legal 
enterprises. The NF is headed by a general and has captains, 
lieutenants, and soldiers. Rank is obtained by killing 
enemies of the NF. Three kills are necessary to be a 
lieutenant, unless you kill one of top ten enemies of NF 
and then only one kill necessary. NF charging prostitutes 
to work in Fresno, CA. Alleged the NF attempting to extort 
money from legal businesses. NF document gives instructions 
on using children for illegal activities. NF members alleged 
to be involved in over fifty (50) homicides since 1975. 
MEMBERS OF THE NF HAVE BEEN- KNOWN TO ENGAGE IN VIOLENT 
ACTS SO MEMBERS OF THE NF SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND 

dangerous" ' ?T“ 

- p - 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It U the property at the FBI and is l o tted to your o*encyi it and it* contents 
ere not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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I. PREDICATION 


On February 23, 1977 


,[ 


Intelli- 
San Jose, 
a 


gence, Santa Clara County Sheriff's Office (SCCSO) , 

Calif., advised that the La Nuestra Familia (NF) is 
prison based gang which is effective within and without the 
prison system of California. The center of the NF members' 
activities, who are out of prison, is the San Jose, Calif*, 
area. Members of the NF engage in the selling of illegal 
drugs, gun running, extortion, prostitution, and robberies. 
Robberies and the selling of illegal drugs are t he chief 
source of income to th e NF in the San Jose area.j 
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II. HISTORY OF 

LA NUESTRA FAMILIA 


On December 18, 1973, a U.S. Government House 
report No. 93-738, Pages 80-81, 93rd Congress, First Session, 
by the Committee on Internal Security, House of Representatives, 
entitled "Revolutionary Target: The American Penal System" 
contained the following information: 

NUESTRA FAMILIA (OUR FAMILY) 


Nuestra Familia consists of a group of Meacican- 
American inmates who are predominantly from the valley areas 
of California. It was formed in 1968 by a group of Mexican 
Americans who banded together for protection against the 
Mexican Mafia. Members of Nuestra Familia have been involved 
in the narcotics traffic and are presently at war with the 
Mexican Mafia which resents the encroachment of Nuestra 
Familia on its narcotics territory. 

Nuestra Familia has about 200 members within the 
California prison system. Unlike the Mexican Mafia, Nuestra 
Familia has no formal connections on the outside. However, 
it recently formed an alliance with the Black Guerrilla 
Family and has received assistance from that inmate group in 
its battle with the Mexican Mafia over drug-related matters. 
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The primary objective of Nuestra Familia, as noted 
in its constitution and bylaws, is ...for the betterment of 
members and the building up of the organization on the out- 
side into a strong and self-supporting family.” It was also 
stated, "All members will work solely for that objective and 
will put all personal goals and feelings aside until said 
fulfillment is accomplished. 11 Another section of the bylaws 
stated that Nuestra Familia' s general will maintain a list 
of 10 enemies of Nuestra Familia and any Nuestra Familia 
member who kills one of these enemies will automatically 
become a lieutenant in the organization. 
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On January 31, 1974, the 1974 Report to the California 
Senate by the Subcommittee on Civil Disorder, Page 12, con- 
tained the following informations 

The Nuestra Familia, or New Family, is the second 
most populous and powerful organization in the prison system. 
Formed originally by Central Valley and farming area Mexican- 
Americans as protection against the Mexican Mafia (MM) , the 
Nuestra Familia (NF) has become an entity in itself, and 
now competes with the MM for control of illegal activities, 
narcotics and in plain violence. They operate under formal 
by-laws and become members for life. Any attempt to leave 
the group results in death, as does failure to carry out a 
command from the group’s general or captains. 
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■ Tha Wff was .fir s t -foun ded at Soledad Prison/ Calif./ 
in 1967| |as a Latino Culture organization. 

The objects ot tne hF encirigea as time passed to exploiting 
and pressuring other inmates for canteen privileges and 
homosexual acts. They also sold protection to other inmates 
who were being pressured by members of the Mexican Mafia. 
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ULl. Diagram of the Power Structure of the NT 

The following is a diagram of the structure of the NF 
as set up in its constitution and by-laws: 
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Y. HOMICIDES OF PRISON GANGS 

The top of the square or circle represents the 
suspected gang affiliation of the victim of the homicide 
and the bottom the suspect. 




99 


RISON GANG RELATED 
HOMICIDES 

1975-1976-1977 


- t£G£ND - 

PFVSONS/JA& 

£v) &r*m 

m wjfu&ns MDiCATe 
■” ^HflCW04<XlK?4£ OflOffi 

M AffJfttM/V MAFIA 

m HUtSWA fAMtUA 

d A«vweworw6woo£> 
Cl sue* m/f/w/u* y 



U>S *V3£l?> 

*njf ^ 

OvO OvOv^ AA 

* VWUMV/WVW 

Q . 

uv'OO' ***%<* %*** 






SF 183-167 
PADsrvs 


XI. INVESTIGATION AT FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 


The following tattoos and emblems utilized by the 
NF are as follows: 
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Reprinted below and on the toi lowing page ore emtuem s whicn were . 
noted within the innate population by California prison authorities. 

They include representat ions of the major prison gangs as well as 
terrorist and extremist organizations. Law enforcement agencies should' 
be alert to these various emblems and insignia as a means of identifying 
suspected members and gang associates. These items are also found on 
letterheads and- other paraphernalia used by prison inmates. 

* ■ . 
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XV, NEWSPAPER ARTICLES CONCERNING THE NF 
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‘MEXICAN MAFIA’ VS. ‘NUESTRA FAMILIA’ 

Control Of SJ. Crime 
May Spark Gang War 


Organized gangs in CM exercise.” For the past three f 

fomia f s prisons are locked In months, Mercury reporters 


a death straggle for control 
of the prisons and crime In 
the street So pervasive has 
their Influence become that 
one veteran prison official 
commented, “We have shoot 
as much control over the 
place as the cons allow os to 


fc 


I 
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Copyright, 1975 

j! The San Jose Mercury 4 
I Two prison-spawned strecji 
gangs are turning California 
into a battlefield in an all-otft 
war, state law enforcement offi- 
cials warn* 

Part of the spoils is a flourish* 
ing $8 million-a-month narcotics 
trade that supplies the San Jose 
area's 4,700 heroin addicts. 

Lawmen are concerned by re- 
ports that “Mexican Mafia" 
“soldiers" have been moving 
into the San Jose area in recent 
months, apparently preparing 
for a power grab. 

The Mafia members — most- 
ly ex-convicts from the East Los 
Angeles area — plan to chal- 
lenge their gang's chief rival, 
“Nuestra Familia" (“Our Fami- 
ly" in Spanish) for control of 
San Jose s street crime, an ex- 
pert on prison gangs revealed. 

The 950-member “Nuestra 
Familia” <NF) controls much of 
the street crime in San Jose and 
Northern California. 

And, a document obtained by 

ITT 1 


Armando Acuna , Bill Ro- 
mano and Boh Weaver have 
probed deep into this under- 
world and the threat it em- 
bodies for San Jose and otb - t 
er major California cities, f 
This series of articles is the l 
result of their investigation. J 


a team of Mercury reporters 


outlines the gang's plans to ei-‘i 
pand its operations into a stale k 
crime network. 

The document, written in piis- 
orv by the top brass of the NF, 
outlines the gang's secret plans 
to set up regiments in California 
cities, complete with their own 
banks. 

The gang's “soldiers' 1 wodld 
be expected to raise money for 
the banks by holdups, burgla- 
ries, sales of narcotics and otjfer 
criminal action. 

The NF blueprint also calls 

for money to be pumped into le- 
gitimate businesses to provide 

“soldiers'* with q 


soldiers’’ with a “semi-retire- 
ment" program. 

The Mercury newsmen also 
saw a copy of the “Nuestra 
FamJlia’s” execution list. It 
calls for the deaths of 89 gang 
defectors in and out of prison. 

But the NF’s purge of its own 
warriors may be slowed a bit by 
the “Mexican Mafia’s" actiiii- 

"A heavy number of (Mexi- 
can) Mafia members have beau 
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<je, name of 
city and ntate.) 


San Jose Mercury 
San Jose, Calif, 
Pel 


Dote: 12 / 1 / 7 $' 
Edition j Morning 

Author: 


Editor: 

Tin.: Control of San Jo; 
Crime May Spark Oanj 
War 


Character: 

or 


Classification: 92 - 

Submitting Office: SF 
[7] Being Investigated 



BATTLE INSIGNIA? — This is prison-spawned gangs reported 
th« “coat of arms” of the ly seeking control of street 
“Nuestra Familia,” one of two crime in San Jose. 
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moving into the area,- a gane 

“W»M people’ llkl 
that start moving in, it can 
mean only one thing — war." 

On® of the most recent 
a **1? between the two gangs 
2®?™ 0n 0ct 9 ,a 
»©W. An assassination team - 

i , 0 be from the “Mexi- 
can Mafia — “executed" a re- 
puted NF member and his 
younger brother. 

Two men and a woman held 
26-year-old Danny Reyes and 
k ^irmenA captive in his 
“° no ®- Tbe assassins waited un- 
til Danny’s brother. Ronald 
Reyes, 32, arrived seven hours 
later. 

The brothers were handcuffed 
and tied with ropes. The glri 
was tied to a bed. 

Both men were stabbed re- 
P®|tedly and the younger broth- 
** pas shot five times. The girl- 
friend was not harmed. 


-awyers representing the sus- 
E*? !f “? Wmn ®» have talked 
the Judge into closing hearings 
ui the case, fearing for the de- 
fendants’ lives. 

In San Jose, police suspect 
there has been at least one 
gang-related killing and a num- 
ber of stabbing*. 

Tpe body of a young man — 
appbraitlar the victim of a gang 
exebutton — was found in an or- 
chard in the eastern foothills. 

And. in Santa Clara County 
Jail, there has been a marked 
increase in stabbing cases. Ex- 
perts say some of these are 
probably gang-related. 

Tipped off to the potential 
trouble, San Jose police say 
they feel they’ll be able to keep 
to* lid 0n gang Wolence in toe 

# P*fy s «y NF members have 
todd them about the Mafia mov- 
ing into the area, but until now 
? e s ports hav e not been con- 
firmed** 


“The e xiste nce of prison 
gangs is iTfactr*- Capt. Larry 
Stuefloten said. “Many of these 
people are coming out. It is nat- 
ural to assume they are not 
going to abandon their personal 
gang friendships and loyalties 
once they’re on the street” 

Still, San Jose police don’t ex- 
pect a shooting war here in the 
near future. Their observation 
on this point, however, is at 
odds with that of a number of 
state prison gang experts. 

And, Capt. Stuefloten con- 
cedes the gangs are “definitely 
something law enforcement has 
to reckon with.” 

One area of concern is the San 
Jose drug scene. A narcotics o£ 
ficer revealed that a study of 
dope usage reveals approxi- 
mately 4,7j00 heroin addicts in 
the area. The average iunkie 
uses $60 worth of heroin — “H” 
or “smack” — each day. 

“The NF isn’t strong outside 
prison,” he said. “They need 
money to get their thing togeth- 
er.” 

But, the vast narcotics market 
here may offer them a tempting 
business opportunity. 

Until recently, lawmen didn't ' 
know how big “Nuestra Fami- 
lia” was on the outside. 

- But today, they estimate “con- 
servatively” that San Jose is 
home-base for 30 to 40 hard- 
core NF members. 

The “Nuestra Familia” mem- 
bers — they have titles that 
range from “soldado” or soldier 
to captain or “padre” — are 
called “farmers” by the “Mexi- 
can Mafia.” 

Both organisa t i ons are pre- 
dominantly Mexican-American 
in membership. 


The NF was formed in 1066 
inside the walls of a state pris- 
on. Its original aim was to pro- 
vide the “farmers,” the Cfeica- 
nos who came from San Jose, 
Gilroy, Watsonville, Saltaasgand 
the San Joaquin Valley, vp a 
defense against harassment by 
the .“Mexican Mafia. * 

For a time there was an un- 
easy peace between the two Chi- 
cane groups within the prisons. 
But, then, in 1068, violence 
flared and the gangs declared 
war on each other. 

Although the war has bees 
bloody — complete with its 
. Mafia-style “contract” killings 
— it has stayed within fhe pris- 
on system. V 

Outside jhe detention facili- 
ties, the “Mexican Mafia” . 
seemed content to control most 
of the street crime in the pre- 
dominantly Chlcano East Los 
Angeles area. 

But then something happened 
to the “Mexican Mafia.” 

“The 'Mexican Mafia 9 met 
with leaders of 'Cosa Nostra’ 
(the Sicilian Mafia) and told 
them they plannsd to over 
the state's narcotics trade,* 9 one 
of the state’s top authorities on 
the prison gangs, said, g- 

“They told the 'CosajlNostra’ 
leaders they knew thereVere 16 
'Cosa Nostra' people in prison In 
California,” he continued. “They 
told the 'Cosa Nostra 9 if the 
Mexican group met with any re- 
sistance in Its plans for a state- 
wide narcotics empire, the 15 
would be executed in prison.” 

The result? 

“The 'Cosa Nostra' apparently 
backed down. They’ve eflren 
started using 'Mexican Mafia* 
members to d6 their dirty work 
~ as hit men ( murder-f or-Kire 
specialists) and errand boys.” 
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That’s bec ause S oledad is rec- The lawman said the. “Mexi- 
ognlzed asthh ifeadquarters «i — -<wm Mafia” didn't have the fi- 
th^ NF. The “Mexican Mafia/* nesse of the older “Cosa Nd$- 


mosre urban in its membership, 
hast spread Into Washington 
stare, Arizona, New Mexico, 
Michigan and even New York 
State. 

Authorities hesitate to guess 
at Its total membership, but 
“conservative" estimates of the 
Mafia's membership in Califor- 
nia top 1,000. Sometimes known 
as “Eme,” pronounced “Em- 
ayS' it holds control of San 
Quentin and Folsom* 


Ipe 


>e Eme and NF consider 
Chino and San Luis Obispo as 
kind of neutral territory. Both 
organizations have issued orders 
for their prison soldiers to kill 
members of their opposition on 
sight, a move that has led prison 
authorities to try to avoid as- 
signing a gang member to an in- 
stil btion controlled by a rival. 

"It’s tough to do,” one prison 
official sai*L “You have to cate- 
gorize a man as a possible Fam- 
ily or Mafia member. If you ca- 
tegorize him wrong, you are 
sending him to his death." 

Since both organizations have 
patterned themselves after the 
“Cosa Nostra,” that death will 
be a killing by .a gang member 
whothas been ordered to murder 
the newcomer. 

If me gang memberj»fuses to 
carry out his as&gnment, lead- 
ers **put out a contract" for his 
life and have him killed. 


tra," but “it makes up for ariy 
lack of sophistication with bru- 
tality. They’re a cold-bloodett 
lot." 

Lawmen feel the apparent 
victory over the Mafia has giv- 
en the gang an expansionist 
mood and that's why they are 
looking to the San Jose area for 
new territory. 

Conflict is not new between 
the two groups. 

In me, “Nuestra Famll*” 
was formed during a meetingjat 
Palm Hall at the California In- 
stitution for Men at Chino. » 

Since then, there have been 
stabbings, executions and one 
incident in November of 1968 in 
which soldiers of the two rival 
gangs clashed in an all-out bat- 
tle inside San Quentin. Seven- 
teen convicts were hospitalized. 

During a two-year period, 57 
persons were murdered and *300 
stabbed in prison. This yearf to 
date, there have been nine Hill- 
ings and ZZ stabbings at a sickle 
institution. 

That prison, Deuel Vocational 
Institution, is one of the prisons 
that correctional officials adxhit 
is controlled by “Nuestra Fami- 
ne " smaller of the two Chicano 


State Senate investigators 
have identified the top man, or 
“Nuestro General," of the NF as 
Robert (Babo) Sosa, an ex-con- 
vict who lives in San Diego. 


Although the NF constitution 
— a handwritten document that 
was smuggled from prison to 
prison — says the gang shall be 
headed by someone in prison, 
lawmen believe Sosa has [re- 
tained control. If the constitu- 
tion were followed, the mantle 
of authoritywouid rest *on 
“Death Row" Joe Gonzales, a 
Soledad inmate. 
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Weapons Cache 
Unearthed Here 


A four-month search for as elu- 
sive cache of weapons ended 
Wednesday when San Jose/police 
uncovered a small arsepSl in the 
backyard of an East Shre home. 

The arms and ammunition be- 
longed to the. Nwest pa Pamllia 
(NF), a prison-b/sed street gang 
according to poll 

“We knew they had guns some- 
where but they were continually 
moving the cache,” said an officer. 
“We think we have the bulk of 
their long guns now.” 

The stash, consisting of 10 shot- 
tuns and rifle and 100 rounds of 
jassorted shells amtybullets, were 
Jfound buried behind a house at 
fr 0220 Blue Mountain Drive. 
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The ground had been dug up in 
the entire yard and the dirt raked 
over to disguise the hiding place) 
reported Officer Robert Jones. j 

At least two of the guns were 
confirmed as “stolen," taken in 
residential break-ins here and in , 
' Santa Clara, he added. 

The weapons were wrapped in 
blankets and packed in a wooden, 
bos. 

Arrestedfdh suspicion of ] 
starts! stdxen property 1 
lei Rands. 21 and Arthur’- 

r aNF members, botii 
le Blue Mountain Drive ad- 
dress. 

Neither offered any resistance. 
“They were quite cooperative," 
Jones said. Eight plaindothesmen 
and uniformed officers participat- 
ed in th early-morning raid.' I 
if Nuestra Familia (Our Family) 
is a statewide gang operating » 
and out of California’s penal insti- 
* tutions, believed responsible for a 
number of robberies, burglaries 
and other crimes. It is comprised 
exclusively of convicts and ex-con- 
victs. 

. San Jose police began investi- 
gating NF activity here last fait 
- leading to numerous arrests of 
suspected gang members. Thi 
weapons seizures and arrests 
Wednesday were part of the con- 
fmuing crackdown. 

The NF has reportedly been 
forming a Mafia-like organization 
in this and other California cities 


to control prison, narcotics traffic 
and other prison activities 
throughout the state system. 

In addition to his booking at 
County Jail on weapons charges, 
n Reyes was placed under a parole 
> hold. He was discharged from pria-, 
on last summer, authorities re-, 

•port- * 159 

Police suspect the recovered^ 
weapons were to be used in crimes 
or in conflictFwWrrtval gangs. 
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ARMS HAUL — Saa Jose police raided the home of two 
suspected Nuestra Fasnilia (NF) members Wednesday 
and uncovered an arsenal of weapons. Around IflB 
rounds of ammunition and guns shewn above were Scssj-d 
buried in the backyard. Tbs N? , a prison-based streM 
gang, is believed responsible for nrraerons burglaries, 
robberies and o||»s-®!Sa«. 
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Quentin 

ru •> t*. i y 

f 'lockup' 
Continues 


A general lockup of all 
2800 San Quentin prison 
inmates continued for the 
second day yesterday, 
following four s tabbings 
Friday and Saturday, 
There have been 46 stab- 
hings at the Marin county 
institution this year. Prison- 
er Patrick Duran, 28, sen* . 
eg a fuve-year term for ca} 
theft, died Saturday in tbit 
most serious incident | 
Two other prisoners were 
reported in “good condition* 
atlthe prison hospital yester- 
d| r , while a third stabbed 
Swurday refused treatment. * 
^ Prion officials believe the • 
violence is caused by a pow- * 
ei* struggle between tWj» 
Mexican American prison 
gangs. | 

Tiie two groups are eallea 
Muestra Fa m ilia or Our 
Familia. and the Mexican 
Maffa. which has no relation- 
ship with the infamous Sici- 
lian group, officials said. 

Prison authorities are 
questioning 14 inmates about 
the four stabbings. Three 
slabbing** reported earlier 
Iasi; week apparently weri 
noil connected to the feud bA 
twden the rival gangs, ani , 
priion officials are still puz- 
zled by these earlier as- 
.vaults. n — * * 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Belowj 


^Our Most Serious ' 
; Problem--’ [ 

The bloody prison war between the Mexican 
Mafia and Nuestra Pamilla “is one of our most seri- 
ous problems/’ says Raymond Procunier. director of 
the Department of Corrections. 

With more than 50 inmates dead and over 500 



l limn- ot* pa te, nmft* o 
i.npwfipapeT, rlty ond 


injured in behind -the -bars violence inthe past five 
years* Procunier defends the indefinite lock-up of 
gang leaders as the only preventive measure left to 
prison officials. 

"We cannot tolerate the level of violence we had 
last year.” he said, referring to the deaths of 35 
inmates and the injury of more than 200 in 1972. f 

5 “We have toughened security and the fatal viA 
^ euce is down this year/ 7 | 

\ Invariably, such measures as 24 hour solitary 
(confinement for gang leaders with longer terms or 
/fewer paroles has led to charges of repression by 
prison reform groups. 

“The act of locking somebody up is certainly 
repressive,’ 7 admits a spokesman for Procunier. 
“But that doesn't take into consideration the fact 
that these men are convicted criminals and they 
have to be locked up for the protection, of the In- 
m ate s w ha don’t participate in gang activit uMh^ 
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Behind the Soledod 

I 

Prisoner Transfers 

■ m B^VR T^.-mntlast week was 20, « 


By Tim fiird/ey 

Authorities a t San ] 
Quentin and Folsom pris- 
ons were beginning aj 
“classification” procedures 
yesterday to determine 
the gang war roles of 40 
inmates moved out of So- 
lijdad prison over the 
weekend. 

J,Tbe 40 were all sent out of 
Soledad after an incident 
during a prison movie Fri- 
day In which three inmates 
were stabbed* 
none fatally. 

Twenty- 
three of the 



moved from Soledad — on| 

“bus therapy” as it is) morc 
termed in prison — was rep- 
resentative of at least one 
major new trend in Califor- 
nia prisons, a trend that in 
the last year has seen the 
prison system shift from a 
steadily declining population 
to one that is rapidly in- 
creasing. i 

It is particularly apparent I 
at San Quentin, where last 
year, a modern low of 1426, 
prisoners were housed. To- 
day. that number is up to 
2108, and many of them are 
seen a s “troublemakers” 
sent to San Quentin for secu- 
rity reasons. 

Just a year ago, the state 


40 were sent .p r ][ son system was being 


1 

i 

i 

i 


to San Quen 
tin and 17 
went tu Folsom. Authorities 
at Soledad said all 40 were j 
suspected of being members 
of either the “Mexican Ma- 
fia” or Nuestra Familia 
(New Family)— rival Span- 
ish surname prisoner groups 
Upl nave Been involved m 
a blood fend for more than 
a year. 

KILLINGS 

Prison authorities say 19 
killings in 1972 alone were 
attributable to the prison 
warfare. 

Prisoner support groups, 
however, have suggested 
tliat authorities are over- 
reacting and rounding up 
inmates considered undesir- 
able for a variety of reasons t to decline, 
from writing to actual gang | gy ] as t year, it was down 
leadership. p to fewer than 19,000 — a 

SThe “war” between thej m( 

Mafia and the Family, crit- 
ics contend, is being used as 
an excuse for a tougher at- 
titude in general of prison 
authorities. 

■nVPPA«ENT 
The case of the 40 men 


touted for its apparently lib- 
eral trend in putting more 
Inmates out on the street 
sooner and in leaning away 
from old bastions of correc- 
tions such as San Quentin. 

But that has changed, and 
rather dramatically. S i x 
years ago. at the start of a 
“liberal” trend In California 
corrections, the state prison 
population stood at an all- 
time high of some 29,000 
jmen. 

I Largely because of a more 

relaxed attitude by the Adult? 
Authority in giving men pa- 
roles and a general, if 
vague, policy toward giving 
inmates an earlier break, 
the inmate population began 


20,054 

than 1200 higher 
than the prison system itself 
had anticipated for this time 
this year. 

Prison authorities, reluc- 
tant to be quoted* but recog- 
nizing the trend themselves, 
say the rising iumate pecu- 
lation is not attributable to 
an increase in court commit- 
ments. 

Rather, there seem to be 
two major reasons — first, 
an increase in parole viola- 
tions and, secondly, a newer 
“get tough” attitude by the 
Adult Authority. 

If the prison population 
keeps rising and is part of a 
new more rigid philosophy 
in state corrections, it could 
have some implications for 
some -of the state’s most 
elaborate plans. 9 

San Quentin, for exampHh 
is still technically due to 
dosed in June of 1975 and l|e 
replaced by one of two 
600-man maximum-security 
prisons to be built in the 
state. 

Only modest planning has 
so far been done on those 
two new Institutions* howev- 
er . So, given the rise of the 
inmate population* the feasi- 
bility of actually clo sing San 
Quentin in 1975 is induubtr* 


modern low — and the talk 
was of closing many prisons 
in the state. Some, partid - 
larly minimum camp facil - 
ties, were closed. J , 

REVERSAL 

- Ye t within months, the 
trend reversed itself. The 
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Soledad 
lead: 1600 
Isolated 

Special to The Examiner , 

SOLEDAD - About half 
of Soledad Prison's 2300 In- 
mates remained locked up 
today in the wake of an out- 
break of stabbings and beat- 
ings stemming from a feud 
between rival inmate gangs. 

Forty Mexlcan-Amerlcan 
inmates were transferred 
out of Soledad late yestei- 
day. San Quentin received al 
oj| the men. The rest went fib 
other state prison facilities.* 
s'Some 1100 menlnfihe] 
on’s central section 
locked up after the viok 
broke out during a tnd 
Friday. 

One Critical 
One inmate. Gerald* 1 
tnos, 25, servidg A bra tor 
i nw i unt aiy. manslaughter 
from Los Angeles, remained 
in critical condition yester- 
day at the prison hospital 
with two stab wounds in the 

an invest! > 
Monterey 
Wet attorney’s oj 
the stabbings am . 
temmed from con- 
feud between 




wests? 

Fanffly;” ** 

Power Struggle 
“A power struggle is going 
on between the two groups," 
Curtis said. He said the feud 
extends throughout the stalk 
orison system, 
t! Prison officials blamed er 
Counters between the twii 
gangs for 18 of 35 prison 
slayings hfa-Caiitapiia last 
year. 
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Bloody Chicano 
War in Prisons 


Familia.” noted tbe*nw«rffl- 
gator. Nueslra Familia, or 
Our Family as it translates 

? is the other major Chicaip 
gang struggling for suprer [- 
* acy within the prison sys- 
tem. 

Roberto Medina is locked 
away in an isolation cell in 
San Quentin’s adjustment 
center and is thus temporar- 
ily safe from Mafia “hit 
men.” 

La Mafia de Mexieanosis 

San Quentin guards found Edward Salino Lopez’ multi- described by Guthrie as tjje 
latcd body beneath a pile of bloody towels i n the sho wer niost powerful prison gs 


By Robert Hollis 


De- 


ions. 


Annihilation 


room of the prison gynasium 

Death was attributed to a 
massive skull fracture al- .. 
though he could have aseas- TOa ? 0B ^ “7 1 ®J* 
iff died from the four deep 
kfiife wounds Jn his upper 
l|iV back. 

Around his neck was 
g;<rrote-tike instrument li 
keep the 30 year .old robbe: 
fi vn crying out. 

‘Nothing Unusual* 

About 50 inmates were in 
the gymnasium at the time. 

None reported seeing any- 
thing unusual. 

The May 29 killing of Lo- 
pez was the first inmate 
death of the year at San 
duentm, although not the 
fjrst convict death state- 
vjjide. 

Lope2 was a “brother” in 
the “Mexican Mafia,.” ac- 
cording to Lee DeBord. then; 

the prison information offi- j Bill Nvherg termed the Me 
cer, Lopez* brutal murder ;^dina attack “reveuge.” 

was another in a continuing ii A Brothei* " 

senes of knifings, clubbings (I 

and drug deaths credited toll A Department of Correc- 
ijle two feuding • Chicano tons investigator explained: 
gangs in the California penal u ‘ ^ “ 


in the history of the Calif<£ 
nla penal system. An esti- 
mated 200 of the state’s 21,- 
500 Inmates are members. 

They exert influence with- 
in the system , far beyond 
— their numbers. Members of 

keen sUckinl the gang are drawn from the 
Keep suciunji, wb * n Chlcan0 g he ttoes - 

or barrios — of Los Angeles 
and San Francisco. 

Nuestra Familia, with a 
few more “heavy 


“They’ll 

other until one 
wipes out the other.” saida 
* Mission District Chicano ex- 
convict who spent two years 
at San Quentin. 

In early August. John 
Medina Jr., a 49 year oM 
Los Angeles parole violator, 
was attacked In broad da r- 
Iight In the center of the S$n 
Quentin main exercise yard. 

Seconds later, Medina lay 
on the hot tarmac with four 
deep slashes close to vital 
organs in his neck and 
chest. For two days he lay 
near death in the prison hos- 
pital. 

Prison iniurmation officer 


system. 

* It Is a blood-fueled war of 
survival, Jn the, words of 
Phil GutMe/ pmUc infor- 


He just happened tobetfte 
brother of Roberto ‘Dariji’ 
Medina and they tried to kjlu 

him.” T 

Roberto Medina is a rank- 
ing Heutetat^ “Nuestra, 


(Smli^or* pa iff, wn* o 
nf'wspeip^r, :UV nno 
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WluteJGan# 


despite his 
none of his 

The Aryan Brotherhood, brotherhood. 

About 150 


than the Mafia on jfs mem* 
berrtiip 1 rolls, is now five 
years old, I’amilia members 
come largely frr.a rural a neo-Nazi,, white racist* 
a^eas of California where group of violence-prone 

e y cc.ucentratiofts of ex-motorcyclists, has loosely. 

can-Americans gather aligned itself with the Mexi. 
to harvest crops. ' can Mafia. 

The two organizations rep* Tliey ^ ® r maim under 


has lost 
power in the 


resent something new in the 
criminal history of the state. 

Reaching Streets 

For the first time, said 
Jake Gunn, associate war- 
den at Folsom prison, pris- 
on-bred gangs are forming 


"contract” for the Mafia. 

TP meet this challenge, 
Familia members have tern- j 
porarily' allied, themselves j 
pith some of the more vi-j 
Went members of the Black * 
Liberation Array cadre in 
(he prison system. 

‘ The result is ah explosive 


miles to the 
north, Joe Morgan, a con- 
victed murderer, counts the 
days until his release from 
Chino state prison. . 

A Morgan is not of Mexican f 

American ancestry. N e \ r 
lertheless, his word, as It 
passes through the remarks* 
bly efficient prison inmate 
communication system,, is 
law to any Mexican Mafia 
brother. 


syndicates that are reaching situation which has prompt- Raised in Barrio 


the streets. 

| Already the Mafia — not 
plated to the Sicilian efime 
feanization — is seeking to 
monopolize the heroin trade 
from Mexico. ' 

According to II. S. and 
Mexican law enforcement 
officials, the Mexican Mafia 


ed extraordinary security 
measures by Departraent of 
Corrections officials. 


1 Outside the squalid Mexi- 
can border city of Tijuana, 
Harry Gamboa Buckley, 
alias Edmundo Sanchez 


now controls 20 to 30 potent Pasa * * Kas Eduardo Gonza 
ko f ail die heroin sinug\ 0^- Cortez, sits and stares 
. . through the bars of La Mesa 

into the state across our prison. 

southern border. Bucklev faces charges of 

And within every prison in killing Roberto R. Parra on 
the state one or the other Aug. 21, 1972, according to 
gang almost completely the Mexican Judicial State 


Police. He is a fugitive from 
California where he is 
charged with possession oi 
80 ounces of heroin. 


dominates the inmate rack- 
ets — narcotics, homosexual 
prostitution and “favors” 
from corrupt guards, 
f Department of Corrections 

undercover investigators, ^ „ . 

Customs official, fed- 

era! narcotics officers and f Apiia 

Agua Prieta in the Mexican 


He was raised in Mara vil- 
la, on the edge of the East 
Los Angeles barrio, largest 
in the. state. 

M He talks like a Chicano. 

he acts like a Chicano, i 
therefore he is a Chicano. 
said a Department 
Corrections investigator. 

Morgan is considered the 
most powerful leader in the 
Mexican Mafia behind bars 
in California. He is currently 
in Chino as a parole violator 
from his previous murder 
conviction. 


Demerida, his mi sfires s. a c- 
cording to Baja Male police 
sources. 

California prison tnvej 
gators believe Buckley 
paying about $60,000 a year 
Mexican police officials 
keep from being extradited 
north on the heroin charge. 

Mrs. Demerida. according 
to a judicial state police re- 
port, possessed a Mexican 
equivalent of a writ of ha- 
beas corpus, which was 
-signed by a Mexican judge 
and thus prevented her ar- 
rest on any charge. 

Bad Heroin 

Buckley's protection did 
not cover murder, however. 

On a hot. cloudless sum- 


That Harry Gamboa Buck- 
ley could live openly less 


Until last month, Buckley ; than two blocks from a po- 
was living openly in Mexico. * lce station in Tijuana <heds 


ral narcotics officers and 
pblice from Marin County to { sta ,p o( c Arinra 
Tijuana ail spoJce with Thei 1 1 olSonora - 


Examiner In a three month 
investigation of the prison 
war and the growing,power 
of the gangs. The picture is 
bleak. 

Of -the 35 inmates who died 
violently in the California 
prisons last year^.at leasts 
\ftere casualties of the Chi- 
quno war. 

jin 1972, 106 of the 216 in- 
mates stabbed, clubbed or 
intentionally poisoned , with 
drugs were linked to the 
gang 


Buckley, 52, is believed to 
be. one of the (op members 
of the Mexican Mafia south 
of the border. As such, he 
was a major source for 89 
percent pure Mexican brown !° ver 
heroin smuggled to the ur- jprices. 
ban centers of California a 


some light on the power, 
both political and financial, 
of the Mexican Mafia. f 
The convicted robber, es- 
cape* artist and dope dealer 
had been last arrested m 
Los Angeles on July 11, 1971, 
(with a heroin cache worth 
$220,000 at street 


mer day last year, Roberj 
Parra, at one time the Ian 
est heroin dealer in the S 3 
} t Diego area, came to ' 

' looking for Buckley. 

“Buckley had cheated 
Parra out of eight ounces of 
bad heroin ana he (Parra) 
lost $i000 on the dedh** the 
Mexican Judicial Police re- 
port states. 

Parra and a friend, Gil* 
‘berto Guerrero, appeared at 
| Buckley 1 ^ home and became 

embroiled in a heated argu- 
ment over the alleged d< roe 
burn, j 

Parra pulled Guerrero's 
.38 revolver and fired at 
Buckley. Buckley, though 
wounded in the left stomach 
and right leg. managed to 
grab the revolver and fatal- 
ly wound Parra, ftfoxfraT) 
police said. 


The next day, before a De- 


Still Powerfu, 

Although now in prison 
and facing a possible sen- 
tence of more than 20 years 
for murder, California, inves- 
tigators think Buckley, of 
Mexiearratnrt'rican ancestry 


166 >art menl of Corrections pa- 
role officer could place a 
hold on him, Buckley was 
bailed out of the Los Angeles 
County jail. 

He fled south to the Ti- 
juana area. Thejaeiiejflgved 
into a house with Daniels 

. 7 . 


Bleeding heavily. Buckley 
fled in an auto with Mrs. De- 
merida. The woman was 
dropped off at a local police 
station (an odd place to 
stop, but unexplained) and 
Buckley drove east to Agtsi 
Prieta where he was treat«§I 
for his wounds by friends, | 

Then last re- 

turned to Tijuana. He was 


hmij^diatCfltf arrested by un- 
dercover agents of the Judi- 
cial Police and charged with 
uiu^ter. 

rt 'k ★ 

p\e Mexican Mafia system 
for running heroin across 
the border is simple and 
foolproof. It might be de- 
scribed as a self-help pro- 
gram forex-convicts. 

A Southern California De- 
partment of Corrections in- 
vestigator described it this 
way: 

“Suppose you’ve just been 
released from Quentin with 
$15 fn your pocket . You go to 
jne L.A. area and look up 
'lour brothers who aU served 
fjime with you, 

'‘They supply you with a 
car* some clothes and a lit- 
tle bread. 


“You jump in 
and bead for T J. 


First Time 

“Now this is the first time 
you’re buying dope inMexi- 
You’re sure to get ripped 
<§f because everybody gets 
©pped ofi the first time they 
qring some money into Mex- 
ico. 

“But your Mafia brothers 
can contact a member of the* 
organization and he’ll front 
y»u the dope on consigm 
ment. 

“You take the stuff north 
fnrt sell it In L.A. or Frisco 
and then you return the 
fikim to the organization." 

* The “skim" is usually 10 
percent of the money earned 
from street sales of the her- 
oin, narcotics officers said. 

Tli at money, deposited in 
bank accounts in the names 
of ranking Mafia members, 
,is used to expand the dope 
smuggling network or to pay 
■ off certain Mexican officials. 


Jimmy Lopez, a 32 year 
old Cftfc" st ate prison parol- 
ee, found out the hard .way 


what it’s .likt xjfrUy a fld bum 
the Mafia. 

l/>!>ez and “Colorado*' Jnc 
Arias, a parolee from San 
Quentin, met in the spring of 
1972 in the Los Angeles area 
They decided that an ideal 

market for heroin lay in the 
San Fernando Valley, home 
for a large Mexican-Amer- 
ican community. 

Arias, a ranking Mafia 
lieutenant, was supplied 
with a late. model black Lin- 
coln along with clothes and 
money by. organization fin 
aneiers, said a Department 
of Corrections investigator. 

In late summer, the pair 
journeyed to Tijuana where 
they met Albert “Beto M Ra- 
mirez, then another Mafia 
heroin dealer established in 
the Bullring area of the 
town. 


money. He went looking for 
his former partner.- 

On vSept. IC. 1972, River- 
side County, deputies found 
Lopez’ battered body in 
some scrub bushes in Reche 
Canyon. 

The killer first shot his 
victim 

^ThCn, nunc iraq; 

kneeling, he was worked | 
over with a screwdriver. 
Finally, he was shot in the 
head and heart. 

"If you give the Mafia a 
bad name or you burn the 
| Mafia, there's only one pun- 
5 ishment and that’s death," a 
Riverside County investiga- 
tor said. Arias is soughtfor 
the Lopez murder. 


your car 


Fugitive 

Ramirez is a fugitive from 
California wanted in San 
Bernardino County for her- 
oin sales. 

Eight ounces of the fami- 
liar brown Mexican narcotic 
was consigned to Arias and 
Lopez by Ramirez. Arias 
and Lopez returned to the 
San Bernardino area where 
they went into business m 
August, 1972, investigators 
say. 

In early September, Lopez 
and a number of other per- 
sons were arrested outside a 
San Bernardino drug store 
for shoplifting. Arias was 
out of town at the time. 

| | The following day, Lopez [ 
[was bailed out of jail and 
disappeared in the 1967 Ply-}, 
mouth he was using at the 1 
time. 

Trung Loadeu 167 

In the Plymouth’s trunk, 
investigators believe, was a 
cache of three ounces of un- 
cut heroin and $1000 in cash. 

Arms, upon returning to 
town, discovered Lopez had 
absconded tfhtntre-tiope and 


Mafia and the FamiUa st art- 
ed at San Quemm in^Sep- 
tember, 196#, over fifty lead- 
ws and followers of botfl 
gangs have been killed Si 

state prisons, Guthrie aaid. i 

Another 200 non-fata! knif- 
r um snoi ms* been 

in. non-vital areas. | ^ ked t0 bloo ^y Htrag- 
while Lopez was? 

★ ★ * 


The war almost ended m a 
truce, until a fateful Decem- 
ber day last year in the 
maximum security section 
of Chino prison. 

Rudy “Cheyenne" Cadena 

was returning from a meal 
when his body suddenly 
plummeted from a third 
tier walkway in the prison’s 
adjustment center. 

Although Cadena’s head 
smashed into the cone 
floor, he never felt ft .. 
convicted robber and bui 
derer was dead before he 1 
the ground. 

When guards reached the 

Angeles, Sacramento, Fres-1 ^^na^fr p W ^ m 2 Ve f ^ 
noand Bakersfield 1 wunds from 

I Cadena’s head to waist 
Familia dealers arejj 

known to sen*e San Jose, the 
Imperial Valley and Oxnard. 

Likewise, the two gangs 
have divided up California’s 
prisons. 

Rackets in Folson and San 
Quentin prisons are both 


Mexican Mafia or Nuestra 
Familia heroin dealers work 
in every major California 
population center, prison in- 
vestigators believe. 

Mafia territory includes 
San Francisco (primarily in 
the Mission District), Los 


* ‘Set Up’ 

“He had been set up," 
said a prison investigator. 
‘•They got him when he least 
expected it” 

— Ta "V. ' I At the time of his death. 

Mafta controlled. Familia Cadena was trying f<roe 
members control rackets in J an end tn B 

Soledad. Duel Vocational In- 

statute in Tracy and Chino's L ** 

ttA’SLstta 

‘Hi.' h Proof SJ^^SSSS 
Control of a prison like (slews on a truce. 1 

San Quentin weans pit? j ironically, when Cadeni 
leaders run the rackets: ifled, investigators learnt 
dope, canteen ducats, bona- ile was m&waie that most 
roo i pressed and starched i brotherhood members were 
denims, cigarettes (used as violently opposed to a truce 
prison currency) and homo- 
sexual prostitution. Coded Message* 

New inductees in either . ® 

group are usually required Chino guards, it was laty 
to prove themselves by mak- 'earned, knew Cadena was 
ing a "hit” against an or- 
ganization enemfe — y 

Since the war between the 










receiving cojpd messages in 
his mail. In the weeks be- 
fore his death, many per- 
sonal letters were withheld. | 

flRevenge was not long in| 
diming. ft 

*0n Christmas day, 1972, at 
Soledad prison, Frank "Cis- 
co” Villalobos and Pablo 
"Bennie” Najera were 
hacked to death with pris- 
on-made knives in separate 
but simultaneous attacks. 


past two years c omplain 
that many state officials and 
local police agencies do not 
realize the power of the 


Wall of Silence J 
Officials are hampered by* 
a wall of silence from the 
Mexican-Am erican commu- 
nity, usually^ th# vR'tim of 


much of theexpaffittBtrgftxig 
activities. jf 

A Los Angeles woman Vfo 
witnessed the death of hjir 
husband at the hands of mo 
Mafia leaders told police she 
would testify against the 
pair. Shortly afterwards, her 
son was murdered. \ 

“Now she’s like a zom- 
bie,'' said a prison investiga- 
tor, ‘'She won’t, talk to any- 
body.” * * 


Both were ranking Fami- 
ne lieutenants. 


|The Department oft 
Corrections has taken dras- 
tic steps. | 

"Every known leader of ei- 
ther the Mafia or the Fami- 
lia today is locked in an iso- 
I at Ion cell la whatever pris- 
on he is housed. Each indi- 
vidual is segregated from 
the general prison popula- 
tion and must eat and exer- 
cise under strict supervi- 
sion, Guthrie said, 

^Members of the organtejl- 
tlpns no longer behind baits 
aife being kept under survei|- 
l4pce. 1 

Attacks Continue 

Nonetheless, while fatali- 
ties are down inside the 
walls, inmate attacks contin- 
ue. At last count, 32 inmates 
have been beaten or stabbedl 
at San Quentin since the 
first of the year. 

f Other prisons show siml!* 
lir statistics, 

u “A Mafia type in the deep- 
est, darkest hole at Folsom 
can order the death of a 
man anywhere in the state, 
nited one ex-convict. 




1 Some Department o 
(tyrrections investigator^ 
who have been dose to the 
two Chicago ■gcnnps /or the 
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Meximafia , 
Vast Swindle 

i 

Suspected 


WMtrtntfon PM» Mrvto 


SACRAMENTO - Officials 
voice growing concern that mil- 
4 lions of dollars in state, federal 
and local funds for social pro- 
grams are being diverted through- 
out California into the hands of 
Chicano-run, Mafia-style organUa- 


amounting to as much as $1,000 a 
month per counselor, that go into 
the pockets of Chicano mobsters. 

In addition, methadone report- 
edly is being siphoned from drug 
treatment programs and sold on 
the street 


lions. 

Their concern was sparked by 
the Feb. 17 murder near the Sac- 
ramento Metropolitan Airport of a 
South Pasadena woman. Ellen 
Anne Delia bad been shot, gang- 
land-style, three times jn the back 
of the head. 

- Later, it became known th^t 
Mrs. Delia, the estranged wife bf 
the operator of a halfway house in 
Los Angeles, was on her way he^e 
to tell officials what she knew 
about the misapplication of feder- 


‘Tt’s bound to be going on wher- 
ever there are programs like this, 
in all the cities," said a law en- 
. forcemeat official who asked not 
‘ to be identified. "That’s where Ihe 
money is." 

• The gangs themselves were 


l al and state funds and fraud in so- * 
cial programs in* the barrios. A 
briefcase of documents, which she 
i said supported what she knew, was 
missing when her body was found. 


No one knows just what she had 
to tell. Her husband, himself a sus- 
pect in her murder, later reported- 
ly told health department officials 
c and legislators that she had pos- 
sessed canceled checks from thjs 
operators of drug-rehabilitation 
< programs to gang figures. 
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Thr stakes are high. California's As blacks have in major East- 
poor receive more than a tenth of CRTcitics, Chicanos have begunto 

fhe health and welfare dollfcrs * " f nroan - 

spent in the United Stales. Drug- 
nr/iorams currently 


Rehabilitation programs currently 
Appear to be the focus of intfer- 
gang action. About $40 million an* 
nually, counting federal grants 
from the National Institute of 
Drug Abuse and the Law Enforce- 
ment Assistance Administration, is 
spent in California. 

The possible loss of such sums 
spurred Health and Welfare Secre- 
tary Mario Obledo to request on 
Friday that federal officials as 
well as Los Angeles authorities 
join a state task force probing the 
loss of funds to mob action. 

For months reports have circu- 
lated in the barrios that, for in- 
stance, the operators of some pre- 
paid health-plan programs funded 
by the state were being forced to 
pay a “head" tax to the mob on 
each patient they saw. 

Other sources In East Los Ange- 
lcs say that halfway houses, which 
are meant to provide treatment 
for drug addicts and ease the tran- 
sition from prison to normal life, 
are being strong-armed into pay- 
ing “ghost counselors" salaries, 
it 


attempt to wrest control of organ- 
ized crime from the older Italian 
Mafia in California. One inform- 
ant, only recently out of prison, 
said the Italian Mafia bad passed 
the word in the state institution 
that Nuestra Familia and EME 
could fight it out for ‘control, and 
“to the victor belong the spoils.” - 
The war has been bloody. In 
1975, according to Charles E. Ca- 
sey, head of the Organized Crime 
and Intelligence Branch of the 
California Department of Justice, 
20 murders were traceable to in- 
ter-gang rivalry; 16 of those oc- 
curred in prisons. But in 1976 
there were 75 such murders, and 
all but 14 occurred on the streets. 

That has led to a dimate of fear 
in East Los Angeles, where one 
barrio figure refused to talk to re- 
porters at all. saying, “If it go| 

1 out, it could get me killed. I have 
been threatened and my family 
has, been threatened, and if it got 
out, I would have to leave here or 
they would kill me.’ • 

Other longtime observers- in 
East Los Angeles report that the 
leaders of .community programs 


\ _ . , J leaders ui cviuiuumvjf 

! formed in California's prisons as appear to be intimidated and are 
self -protect ion units. They began not talking about the situation. 
tO Spill OUt Of the prisons in 1972. T ” 1 Thursday. P< 

The two main gangs are “Nues- 
tra Familia" (Our Family), which 
is composed mainly of rural Chi- 
canos from California's Central 
Valley, and “EME" pronounced 
“emmeh," as Id the Spanish pron- 
unciation of the letter "M." Com- 
posed of urban Chicanos from 
East Los Angeles, EME is also 
cajled the Mexican Mafia, or 
sometimes “Emilys Brothers “ 

As long as three years ago offi- 
cials were warning that the orga- 
nizations were moving to the 
streets, but there was no real con- 
cern until recently, when they ap- 
parently began a gangland turf 
war over the control of hard-drug 
traffic and funds for social pro- 
grams. — - - 


Hall and state buildings, has be- 
come the focus of the turf war be- 
tween two factions of EME. 

Michael Delia reportedly is J 
the side of EME, although he < 
has ties to the older Sicilian f 
in East Los Angeles. He was taken 
into custody with six other Cbi- 
cano Mafia figures on Thursday, 
then was released on $7,500 baU, 
charged with possession of a ,38- 
caliber pistol and two “balloons” 
of heroin. 

At a press conference that day 
officers said the six had been 
linked to a series of crimes be- 
tween Jan. 15 and Feb. 1ft 
throughout California. The officers 
would not piibUcIy speculate oi| 
wfcat crimes they were. ' . i 


In Los Angeles Thursday, Police 
Commander Ray Ruddeil said “at 
least five and possibly more" mur- 
ders .are linked to Get Going, the 
halfway house operated by Mrs. 
Delia and her husband, Michael. 
Later police officials said the fig- 
ure could go as high as 10. The 
halfway house, situated just a few 
pl uc ks a ou th of Los Angeles City 
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3 Chicanos * 

Executed On 
Fresno Road 

FRESNO {k?) - three Nfexi- 
can-American males were found 
dead Sunday on a rural road about 
five miles east of here— each with 
a single gunshot wound to the 
head, sheriffs deputies reported. ] 
r The victims* all believed in their 
early twenties* have not been iden- ( 
iiified, said Lt Richard Pierce. « 

“There have been a series of in- 
cidents down here of similar 
type/ Pierce said. “Whether this 
is connected I don’t know/’ 

Pierce said authorities believe a 
feud between two gangs, the Mexi- 
can Mafia and La Nuestra Fami- 
lia* to be responsible for a recent 
chain of crimes in the area. 

“That feud is going on all over 
Central California/ Pierce 
Claimed. 

The three men were found Sun* 
day at 9 a.m. by ranch owners on 
an entrance road leading to their 
property, he said. 
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i»ang-Styie 
Slaying In 
Morgan Hill 


| MORGAN HILL - /Gjlroy 
was gunned down^ate Tues- 
day afternoon in a gangland-style 
slaying here 
Dead at Wheeler ilospital in Gil* 
roy about one hojur after the shoot* * 
tog was Flavio yam, 25 , of 7620 
Forest St ; - 
Three suspects t ire in police cus- 
tody. 

Police acknowledged that they 
will investigate possible Nuestra 
Familia ties with the shooting. r< 
Garza was shot is the abdojjneii. 
with a t2-gauge shotgun at i 
range. ■ 

V They said one of the suspects 
i apparently shot Garza as he wor- 
ked at a radial saw located in an 
open area Just outside a ham radio 
equipment manufacturing plant. 

' Richard Collier, manager for 
KLM Electronics at Laurel Road 
near East Dunne Avenue, where* 
Garza was employed, said he 
heard the blast of the shotgun and 
two quieter sounds as if from 
, handguns. 

Collier said be knew of no rea- 
son for the shooting. 5 

Police closed in quickly and pffi- 
<&r Richard Vasques, with igun 
d 'awn, took the three suspectsinto 
c istody at the scene of the shoot* 
mg. 

Collier said that Garza had beer 
employed as a mechanical assem 
for the pas^pwc 

years. 
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Suspectin attemptecftfturtlef 
called Nuestra Familia 

A man police identified as the top Nuestra 
Familia member in the San Jose area has been 
arrested for suspicion of attempted murder and 
assault with a deadly weapon. T 

Arthur Rocko Beltran, 25, of 1368 Dubftrt 
Lane. Apt. 4, was arrested shortly before mid- 
night Sunday at Hecker Pass highway and Wat- 
sonville road west of Gilroy by Santa Clara 
County Sheriffs deputies. 

San Jose Police detectives, who obtained a 
$100,000 arrest warrant for Beltran Friday, 

, identified him as a lieutenant and top-ranking 
member of the San Jose Nuestra Familia. 

Beltran was arrested in connection with the 
shooting of one man in San Jose Febi 
and the stabbing of another man here Mi 
Both men recovered from their wound 
Beltran and two other persons were 
after a routine car stop. 

One of the passengers was Guadalupe Hgcha , 

24, of 1314 Santee Drive. She Is the wife of An- 
TKbny Rocha, 25 arrested last-Tuesday with two 
other persons for suspicion of the gangland-style 
slaying of Flavio Garza, 25, in Morgan Hill 
Mrs. Rocha was booked into the Womens’ De- 
tention Facility at Elmwood for suspicion of car- / 
rying a concealed weapon after deputies report/ 
ed finding a .22-caliber pistol on her when site 
was arrested. / 

Also arrested with Beltran was Richard Carri - 
sosa. 41. of 750 Delmas Street, for suspicion of 
parole violation. a 

San Jose detecitves Dalton Rolen arm Buck 
Ballard said warrants were issued Friday for 
Beltran and Phillip Pablo Lopez, 25, oil 14090 
Woodhaven Di y, in con nection with the stabbing 
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U&ome Frida 
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and shooting, _ . 

J Lopez was arrested n&n^ 
afong with J - 

say is wan teoTirsoutfiera 
picion of armed robbery. 

of^teS»^ d L ®§f z m for si 

we^?i? P murder and assault with a 

2 * incident took place outside t\ 
lg FamiIia - a Prison-based Chieani 


17 S 










.. - .. (Mount Clipp ing In Space 8 a low) 

inspected Prison-Gang ‘Enforcers’ 
Arrested Near Home of Witness v 


By BILL ROMANO 

Staff Writer 

Four alleged Nucstra Familia 
(N.F.) enforcers suspected of 
trying to intimidate a witness 
\e scooped up by San Jose po- 
and jailed Thursday, 
e group was arrested on an 
East Side street comer as they 


rode away from the victim’s 
home. 

There were no weapons report- 
ed found in their automobile. 

Lt. Don Ewing said the quartet 
was seen three times driving slow- 
t ly past the victim’s residence. * 
“People in the neighborhtSod 
have been on the lookout for suroi- 
cious activity and they calledjjfis 
immediately. A unit in the field 
nearby at the time made the 
stop,” he said. 

tv Police suspect the/nea^ere at- 
tempting to frighfdn ^person ex- 
wjeted to testij^attlfe trial soon 
Arturo “|wko” Jfeltran, a high- 
raiiking N.F. OffUlrf. • 

Beltran and a fellow member jpf 
the same prison-based street gark 
Phillip Pablo Lopez, 25, have bean 
charged with attempted murd|r 
and assault in connection with the 
shooting and stabbing of two N.F. 
outcasts here in recent weeks. 
Paroled from state prison last 
November, Beltran was reported 
to have been assigned the task of 
getting an N.F, chapter started 
among gang members living in 
San Joaquin County. 

%is name has been linked with 
the death of an N.F, “soldier” 
slain there earlier this year, a kill- 
ing for which two Gilroy mien 

were later arrested and charged, b 
San Jose police arrested Lopez 
here March 25. Beltran was picked 
up two days later, on a $100,000 

cTpass^ Wh * le d /^ in§ over 

„i rh °? e Wn to custody here 
Ttoreday Wed identified asR 0 > 

or 


yaii^bs. t Salinasf 
- b V Jo nnwpez, 28/ no address, 
an q - SSI ^nctiez jQvarez. 34, od 
Sacramento. ^ 

<>»• ■ ..,a‘ 
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Deuel Removes Inmates 
I To Avoid 6 Bloodbath’' 


Some 40 Inmates of Deuel Voca- 
tional Institute in Tracy, a strong- 
hold of the Nuestra Familia prison 
gang t were shipped off to other de- 
tention facilities Thursday to de- 
fuse an explosive situation among 
the 1,200-man population. 

Correctional officials earlier 
had expressed fear of a “blood- 
bath” unless those responsible for 
a ifecent prison yard fight were 
trajpf erred. 

The violence left three persons 
hurt and has resulted in a prison- 
wide lockdown for the fourth 
straight week. 

Unconfirmed reports indicate 
the June 8 clash, between NF 
members and white inmates 
erupted over a grab for control of 
gambling inside the institution. 

Tm going to get people killed if 
I open this place ” Superintendent 
Robert Rees said, “and the depart- 
ment (State Department of Cor- 
rections) doesn't want to get peo- 
plePkiUed” 


Rees as a first step in putting the 
prison back on a normal footing. 

Reports from both convicts^ and 
prison officials say a number of 
whites have been placed on 'the 
Nuestra FamUla's “hit list” „ 

A spokesman reported Thursday 
that 99 NF members and asso- 
ciates have been relocated in two 
separate, self-contained cettblocks, 
away from most of the other pris- 
oners. 

“They were both vacant, both 
recently renovated and ready to 
go so we moved them in there,” 
said Robert Walraven, Rees' as- 
sistant 

Another 100 Mexican-American 
inmates with no gang affiliation 
continee to be housed with the 
general population. 

Of those transferred, 27 were 
reputed NF leaders. The remain- 
der were white prisoners, linked 
directly to the on-going turmoil 

They were moved out during the 
day Thursday to San Quentin, Sole- 


The transfers were orderej- hy ^fad ( Vacaville and Chino. 
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Admitted ‘Hit list’ figure 
murder victim was on it, 


| 

i 


By DICK BONER 

A murder suspect who said he 
MHUnthe Nnestra Famffla 
tit list” testified Tuesday that 
Morgan Hill execution victim Fla- 
Mo Gam was abo on the list 

John Joseph Hernandez, cur- 
rently fating a murder charge in 
San Jaaqnto Ctiraty, testified dur- 
ing the morder trial of Prank John 
Beyea, U, of Sehna; Osar Rami- 
rez Gutierrez, 26, of Sanger, and 
Aatonio Tony Rocha, 29, of 1314 
Santee Drive. 

They an charged with murder 
loti March 22 of Garza, 26, of 
Morgan Hill, outside the LLM 
Electronics plant where he was 
•employed in that city. Gutierrez 


allegedly used a sawed-off, 12- 
gauge shotgun and Reyes a .22- 
caliber revolver. 

Because of his Me being In few 
parity, raid Hernandez, he Is kept 
in Isolation by the Department bi| 
Corrections. That to la connection* 
with the slaying of one Jerry Blan- 
co in San Joaquin (booty. 

Trying to discredit Hernandez’ 
testimoney, Rocha’s attorney, Ter- 
ry Greet, read in court from a 
transcript of a court proceeding in 
that county. 

la it a deputy district attorney 
said the murder charge there 
would be dropped If Hernandez 
testified in murder eases here a M 
In other counties. 

Hernandez said he bad informal 
the Department of Corrections 
• Ulst Garza waa on the prison- 
braed' gang’s “hit” (execution) tteffi 
aifd that Arturo Beltran had beam 
ordered to 'Whim. 

Beltran, 25, was one of two meiP 
Charged here with attempted mur- 
der and assault ou Arthur Hernan- 
dez (no relation), who was shot 
fob. 24, and Leonard Mejia, who 
was stabbed March 4. 

In to earlier appearance during 
the trial, Hernandez admitted he 
was the “wheelman" In the at- 
tempted killing of Mejla, which he 
said failed because the knife bent 

Hernandez testified Monday that 
be bad seen Rocha with Beltran 
while the latter was looking for 
Gam. 

Use esrltear . 

}]q a identified tWt r gp ■ 
and bead of the NJ. 
Jcsa area. 
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EJartlynPBstMtoZBCt^rtSnperi- 
or Court to testify that be never 
m» an NJf. member, though he 
has friends he “suspects'* me 


He said hie attorney, Green, was 
incorrect when he fold the Jury hi 
his opening statement'* month 
ago that Rocha had hooked 
i Gudenes and Hero when 
l them Qp^ldtcudkera. 
f to tadt, Rocha Kdd, .f 
ad R^ lnfid r to. 

March 18 — four days before the 
shooting - asking for BeJtran. He 
said they tctd Mm sotneooe at Bel- 
tran’s home suggested ’ Beltran 
might be at Rotted 
Oam was-MOedby a shotgun 
blast to foe abddmea and eras also 
wo un ded in die cheat and month 



— HHTOffider -Richard 
t testified bewas patrol 
r die KIM plant she " 

— ... > meo^in dungarees 

p as t — ' oae 

polling his coat over Ms midsec* 
turn as tifoy saw die patrol car. . 

Vasqoes said he toned Ms car 
around and drove bade, spotting 
Rocha sitting to a car. At that 
point, die other two. were in the 
KLM driveway, wherethe saw one 
pull what appeared to be a hand- 
gun and point it, then heard a shot, 
then saw the other poll what ap- 
peared to be ashotgun and beard 
too more blasts. 

Vasqoes arrested Rocha and 
ti tires as they sat in the a 
Reyes, who had fled, was am 
by another officer who follow,. 
Mm over the fence he had Jumped. 
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men^guilty of execixlion-s 


Three men were coavicSSds* &y a Jot Wednesday of • 
first-degree murder in tbetfriwoitien-style slaying of a 

Morgan Hill the «d of 

A nine-man, three-wonttos^saoel nearing the end of 

its second day of doliberseten the mdfrte 

nf mir«t Cesar Ramer GutS*®H2> 25, of Sanger, Frjktfc 
Jc*n Reyes, 26, of Mmsfe*®* Antonio Tony Rofyu, 
25, oflSUSantee Drive. 

In addition, the jury fiweadifflntlerrez guilty of pos- 
sessing a sawed-off shotgsw* and found armed allega- 

tb^agatorfblmairiR^watefcet^ 

The panel’s verdicts cswf* 24th day of trial, 
Superior Court Judge Mariiym Pestarino Zecber set 
23 at 8:46 a-m. for f«arij* of probation reports 


murder 
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mn, outside his 


22 swing of 
tohtajlaceaf 


1 The trio ware 
Ftavlo Garza, 26, of 1 
employment 

Gutierrez was accusad off firing a sawed-off 12- 
guage shotgnn and Beyee a -22-caliber revolver, and 
Rocha of driving what they Untended as their getaway 
car. 

Morgan Oil Officer Write* Vasques said he saw 
Robha sitting In a car worte shooting scene mo- 
ments before it happawt. 

He arrested Rocha an* OBHarres as they sat in the 
car immediately afterw»ri f 

lust before that, Vas^said, he had been p/itrol- 
in land had seen two »» Bn dungarees walk jlh8t- 
otje stiff-legged, the- otbur pmlling his coat over his 
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T idsectlon when they s aw the p atrol i 
Vasques said it was after he turned : hls ear arour. 
fnd drove back that he saw Rocha attttag in the car. 
At the same time, he saw the other taro in the KLM. 
driveway. 

He said he saw one pull what appeared to he a 
handgun and point it, heard a shot, ttanuaw theoth* 
pull what looked Hke a shotgun and heard two blasts. 

When Reyes saw Mm, said the officer, he lumped a ' 
fence. 

Another officer chased him and yeHbsd lor the sus- 
pect to step forwaard. Reyes emerged! Strom a nearby 
shed, hands in the air. A ^caliber revolver was 
found about 100 feet away. 

Besides hearing the office's testhmnny about Bo-' 
cba, the Jury heard him linked to a Htortcsn Juaeti - , 
c/inprteengangbya witness who canted himself “No. 
won the Nuestra FamiMa hit list” 

| The witness, John Joseph Hernandez, testified that 
victim Garza was on the NTs ‘WfUssecutUra) V-' , 
which is compiled on the basis of failmws of memb 
to obey orders. 

He r n a n d ez said Arturo Beltran had Bate ordered to 
“hit" Gam. He identified Beltran as amlNF “captain” 
and bead of tbe.NF In the San Jose arum. ; 

Beltran, 25, and another mat arr d te u t g ed with at- 
tempted murder and assault on twmmtter tarn in 
Febr uar y M&tdu 

Hernandez admitted he was the “wturohnan" In roe 

of those attempts. 

Rocha’s attorney, Terry Green, triad! 4o discredit 
Hernandez’s testimony by pointing oHtt—ta a tran- 
script of a court proceeding is San Joaqpdn County— a / 
statement that a murder ctbarge against/ 1 
i would be drop ped If he t eattawa here. | 


prosecutor’s 

himitherew 
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No witness, no cas 



GILROY — Charges of conspir- 
acy to commit murder and assault 
with a deadly weapon naming 
Ruben Garaica, 29, of 4747 El 
Monte St, Fresno, were dismissed 
here Tuesday. 

Garnlca was to have faced a 
preliminary hearing on the 
charges in Gilroy Justice Court 

But the District Attorney's Of- 
fice was forced to seek a dismissal 
after Gilroy police were unable to, 
serve subpoenas on witnesses who 
would .have testified about the 
Aug. 25 shotgun shooting of Man- 
uel Vaca, 17. Police said the wit- 
nesses simply had “disappeared.” 

I Vaca was shot in the head in the 
early-morning hours at the rear of 


a restaurant at 7140 Cburdh St. 
Vaca has since been dpmissed 
from the hospitaL J 

A woman implicated in the 
shooting. Amelina Valdez, 21. ef 
539 E. Market Slvsahnas, was 
also released earlier from similar 
charges. 

Garnica, who has the words 
“Nuestra Familla" tattooed across 


bis bach, was arrested by Gilroy 
police last April .as the aftermath 
o! an Incident In wfeich five shot- 
gun blasts were pumped into a 
s house at 253 E. Sixth St, narrowly* 

A missing three occupants. , | 

| This case was also dismissed be| 
hcause of the unavailability of wit \j 
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/fs conquests 


ByJglCK RODRIGUEZ from nnral areas and Northern State Scrate investigators baxe_ 

Chordae Staff Writer - ■■ C a l ifo rnia. identified the top men in the" J 

nn ... <L ® st *» two parts) It was formed to protect rCfaTFsHnilia structure as Robert «» po,*. n <tm» of 

„r ai '{*< anna gang violence has itsChicanos from the urban-based .liabo> Sosa and “Death Row” paper, city and ataio.) 
roots in prisons. Mexican Mafia inside prison in Joe Gonzales. A California 

««Z. ven now ^ ^ becoming 1966-67. The two gangs have been Department of Corrections of- 
more apparent that the gangs are enemies both in the prisons and fieor said both men are now 
spreading their webs of violenceon the streets. imprisoned at Deuel Vocational 

a “W . CI ? me . t* 1 ® streets, in-j Intelligence reports say that Institute at Tracy, a prison which 

the shots are the Nucstra Familia. like all correctional 'officers admit is 
suil being called from inside 1 other prison gangs, has a rank controlled by NF. Gonzales was 

^ tf % structure, a constitution and transferred from Soledad prsion 

in the Saimaa Valley, seven street hy-laws. six months ago.” - 

murders are believed to have Under an NF constitution in- A Soledad prison corrections 
^iL e » s * ra Fgihilia hits in the tercepted in 1975, the rank officer said authorities have 
past etant months. structure shows that the group is attempted to identify gang af- 

..yp Familia, which meims led by “nuestro generar. who filiates and isolate hardcore 
out family , is comprised must remain inside prison to members in the maximum i 
mainly of Mexican-Americand- retain authority. .security housing unit an| l 


! in • «- 
•’ iCjrn: 


n 


SSSSTSf . c ? ntro1 ““te- He 

Mnt n/«?j *5.* Iess than ten per 
oent of the prison’s 2, -too famatl 


thmr’ve*^ her ® for but 

How the word spreads from the 


un “ supervisor 
tor the tn-county parole office 
acknowledges that. Tver t 
past two years there has been a 
definite increase of activity b-> 

this gang in the Sahnas urea.' ■ 

JiiS° P ha«» n K the s,reet wh °sc 
ines have been or mav hn 

by Nue.tr, Vmifc 


prisons to the streets amazes he are . frightened e 

even law enforcement pe«Sm “ Questions about it 

Communications from hich- N, * vs 

HaTM-v-sa aa-M,.,, 


a variety of methods 

such as visits, coded letters 
phone sails or through parolees! 
Inside the prisons com* 
n unication is just as simple. 


countv area, his office supervise'; 
MO felons and slightlv more that 
150 civil addicts 
considered felons but «ho h7ve 
GANG see ba< k page 


H - (Continued from pao en — 
f~fieen committed to the California 
I Rehabilitation Center by the 
courts and who are treated as 
parolees.' 

i Of that total, Rodriguez says 
[ certain parolees have been 
j - identified as gang affiliates, but 
he can't divulge their number. He 
notes that suspected gang .a f- 
filiate s aren’t treated ‘'much 
dITTtnrently than routine 
■ parolees." 


i „!, , ’?i rt ririy our purpose is todo 
tl* can ,0 dissuade parolees 
from involvement in criminality 
* «f. an y unproductive behavior In 
£«s context. use a variety of 
methods from the degree «r 
counseling and casework to that 
of monitoring behavior and 
taking forceful action ae 

5J c a“ a S> f.° rc ri“l action coidd 
be placmg them in jail custody 

ssss asrsaeS 

Hadrigue2sa- ^ Authority" 
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(Mount Clipping in Spec* 8 «low) 

••I think there is a very real 


■ m25fe*jB3S5» TingJtJh-*!! The first step of the planned 1 ® nc %" n ° t n offfcff tha^S #e. 
j caseworker .and a peace officer street move called for eventual j n p„, d inmates 

and hL necessarily has to work payment to "aeldados ^tod }***.* auBzJitram- A* nfldson 
closely and coordinate wittyJowWbuld give a member the 0 
I enforcement agencies and other of ‘'retiring” after reachini 
social service groups, “age of SO with 20 “years oi 
Rodriguez noted. All parolees vice " , fi? lar 

, must maintain contact with their Soldado rules as outlined in the >««‘» r 

i ffite thlcoSacTinthlfie*” lly nfmtTcV^expectatio^ ^j^M^edgw^WeWcWale a 

, *~n*S£ membership 

i stateffi 1 with ‘th f rSnS^ fSsS«% Ut a °\ “gn'V tove^afmdy 

* Attracting younger members. The second stage of theS^s ^ut fichedt ^ d f<£ 
•—"The primary purpose of Trend Law entpre _ . . •. — .. 


Jtty 

i increase in 

activity arid to par* 
gang association,’ 

Rodriguez 


paqfej name of 

don’t know ;>er, city and state.) 


goals of this organization wUl be The rumored move of the NP 8t0P ^ 

for the betterment of its mem- into the Salinas area may be aio^^Memn « 
bers and the building up of the statewide trend which sees png^o^®| rew^ 

organUationon the outage into a involvement spreading ~ 

strong and self-supporting urbanareas, 


familia.' 

—“A familiano will not be 
released from his obligations to 
the organization because he is 
being released from prison and 
will be expected to work twice as 
hard to see that a familia is 
established and works in hand 
with the organization already 
established behind the walls.” 

—“A automatic death sentence 
will be put on a familiano that 
turrls traitor, coward or deser- 
ter.” 

And a September, 1975, NP 
document outlines a 

' move into the streets; . 

'£3S3* ftSST* * 


Enforcement Administrationhas 

“Large involvement of the 

pngs has been basically in f^Lmttion^eathering unit Local 
EigSrban areas and becau^^matoo [SSSS&Sni^ 


on tnem nave inrseu some wi “« „ o« h« ,,c «nn court • 
gang members into some of the c a« be wedtowun. 

.lu 




County, asm. «».. arrest 

familia members are from the . -it’s extremely diffftult when 
— Salinas area. “I think it would be a ii you’re deatingwith\uards. 
i pl anne d fair to say some Salinas, names people have got to be willing to 
• ^-fcontinue to pop*up but we receive come forward. It’s not to easy 

information of individuals piippo notes. 

coming Into our area from other 
We have some for to 


Lnns 

ifornie 


familia (regiment): Each 7* T' 7” *” 

will be run by a rank eou^c-a£*"f e >Jroro San Jose. Again, 
lieutenant. This familia shall tf»ese are alleged gang affiliated, 
have a bank with a basis of not5?i££ w ^“corroborate that we 
less than $1,000 and shall have® 0 " l . know 
bought into businesses in part or^^^ l h * y “ re so mobile. This is 
whole.” “J e of the reasons we’re so 

concerned," says Monterey 
—“The familia bank, just liker°“nty Sheriffs Det. Capt. Bill 
the main bank, will buy into legal • >av,s - 
businesses but unlike the main ~ 
bank, it will have no restriction l J lw !?! ,w,rS ’ ®- d 
about the illegality of such . Another » th *ng which concerns 
places.” “ w enforcement people 

—“Familia soldados at first I'J’oughout the state is S. 8; 42 
will be expected to make jvP} 1 W0 “ w replace California’s 
sacrifices in so far as when he ““eterminate sentence law with 
commits an illegal venture, all «*rwtoed sentences. The law 
the profits will go into the familia jj ch .. b *5 0r ? es operational July 
bank. This should be until the “ efforts to block or stall its 
bank' is strong enough to buy it$P*P ier nentation fail, will result in 
first business. ’ J)® release of hundreds of in- 

ih!i es . fc who h f ve f & 5 nA m * re 

than the newly-set determined 

sssa. e crtmM 
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-Prison gang 


%ilx&. extends power^ 


into Valle% 


By RICK RODRIGUEZ 
t CalUornian Staff Writer 
f First of two part* 

1 ^l estra Familia, a prison- 
®f a £ n . ed B an & ia extending its 
<uiest for power on the streets to 
the Salinas Valley. 
th J 11 * d ®®ths of seven persons in 
t Jl u J >aat e, 8ht months in tbe 
Salmas area are believed to be 
Nueslra Familia (NF) hits The 



auu eiumnate 

formants, all aimed A < 
establishing a racketeering base 
ln i?f rcotics and prostitution. 

Tl ie growth of gang-influenced 
crime in the Salinas vS 
mattbes a statewide pattern 
whiclj sees NF attempting to^iS 
in i 5 *" Jo “- FreS 

Stockton and other Central and 


are keenly aware of rumors of 
growinggane involvement in the 
Salinas area; But for tbe most 
part, the rumors are un- 
corroborated by hard facts. 

Monterey County Asst. Dist. 
Atty. Dean Flippo acknowledges 
that “there is possible gang 
activity in our area — in the 
Salinas-county area — and the 
information that we are 
receiving, again uncorroborated, 
is that the gangs are involved in 
various crimes. I don’t think 
we’ve received any information 
that there's a war going on 
between rival gangs in the 
Salinas area .” 

Letters received by the 
Californian express growing fear 
on the streets. One woman wrote, 
“TewHs rampant in the streets 
and barrios of Salinas and l fear 


"Northern California areas. 
Reports of a war outside orison 

spelling of the letter do 

*M*« r to account tof the 
S ^as area violence. 

pe Mexican Mafia is basical! v 
urban and is reportedly con* 
centrating efforts to traffi 
narcotics and organize crime in 
Southern California me 

But one 1070 murder in the 
Salinas area, the Feb. 29 shoottoj 

Rami^ ear '°i. d D «oaW Lee 
w'l S a * Eme-Iinked. David 
Joseph Perez, a 37-year-oS 

fs 8 alle^d^n V sf ted »? f raurd «F. 

iieS&m fl Mex,can Ma f ia 

Area law enforcement officials 

if left unchecked, this organized 
violence may overcorogjirSU to 
the point where we may have to 
pay these gangsters for 
protection to live here.” 

Street talk has it that NF is 
seeking to control the Valley’s 
heroin traffic, a “potentially 
lucrative proposition.” 

•‘With the Salinas Valley being 
on the main road from San 
Francisco to L.A., there’s a 
tremendous amount oi narcotics 
that comes through and we get an 
awful lot of information about an 
awful lot of people being in- 
volved . Some say people from the 
ganfcs, but 1 don’t think we can 
estimateat all,” about how many 
alleged gang •merntfers are in 
volved, Flippo says. 

Information has reached law- 
enforcement that \uestra 


ite poqe, name of 
MWBpQp«r, city stole*} 


1 Salinas . 
Californian 
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Familia may bo trying to move in a hiat nrv _ aivwi4 . * jangstylc executions. Law 

on indcpendtmt doped v)Kts. f y narcotics* .orcemcnt officials won’t < 


en- 

com- 


onindependent dobed vilers. ^HoIOtcd arrests v — . 

Klipponpt^s, *i oon't think that _ Larrv Thomas Randall ?*£ n \ 0r ? P®P*"R cases but street 
weraffrcnily pinpoint any major Salinas a known nArrni^a (alfe links the following murders 

» « ? »*irxvj.&jsrttaS ‘•a«p rttro .b. S! dg. w; 


SSlin' and w^^T^a^-ss 


dealers. It appears that they're P | a2a H 0l e" 30 e Market St* c 77 Jack Samuel Rice Jr., 27, of 
all involved." carly March s Randal! hart S a, .‘ nas> who was 81,01 at the 

There have been reports in the rf DO rtedi v been fired id whifonn ^ oley and BurkCarnival July 18, 
past four months, that NF Ise'mSS S tratlh^t * 'if™ 1976 Hedied from brain damag^ 
attempting to move into thef'Jj " ket StreCt ab0ut a week caused by two bullet wounds to 
lower Soledad Street area to _ Adam Centeno m tnehead. 
control prostitution. Prunedale whose bodv ’ was - Ral P h F5or e*, 24, of 

u We have to stress that ils d j sco vered’ on Old Natividad ?? lu ] as » was convicted by a 
unsubstantiated. Somebody will p!^ from the Sheriffs Monte , rey Coont y Superior Court 

say something and they won't Scr^dsMarch^ Ked Wf second degree murder in 
back it up. And we haven't been < wo d os e-range shotgun *^ ice case on Nov - 3 . 1976. 
able to back any of it up with blasts " ®* Respite rumors linking the 

direct proof." says Salinas police Toxicology renorts hv the ,laym .8 to a NF hit, no motive 


page* natse 
*r, city one 


Of 

state*) 


direct proof." says Salinas police Toxicoloav renorts hv the riaym J - r - 
Dtf.Capt. Roy Hanna . 'orMer's ^fice s^w that ordv £? s brou J ht out 10 the trial 

The crimes which have drawk Centeno 8 had a positive drug b€ca ^ eo ^ cl{of solid evidence, 
the taost attention have been th« wreen test __® “Rjehard Cano Hernandez, 

family ” "“I- ■»*> S’.Xffff s *i"^ ™ «***? * 

Narcotics paraphernalia was zfiSL' ‘Si 1 Vii2™Sv^i? Jh^ d 
found at the scene of the Randall KEea ‘ 
murder and several of the other “bberv * wa^” tnhfve 
victims had needle tracks. 

Some of the vStfms knew they av ^ Gav/n^'Porkv^Valdez 30 
were targeted for death. One of sStnas wh^was^i^w* 

r.",'‘fcss^ u 2fss 

together, only to have his dream iihi^t ti n ^f!?w 0n ft? 

shettmed h, .he *«!«. u. 

ditficultyTn haviSf £U1e come l'” '“^•^^'SSoo'tSe’to? 

Wh“" , I%{S“ y we" 

frightened for their own safety or ,* th^cl^L ?' r ^f n ® c 

whatever. It’s extremely difficult !ii^t«3 Ce ht W ! ?mhM < t» ,dentaU ,. y 
for police agencies in these tvne * a **j a scd by ambulance at- 

of cases because the witnesses 4"] a a^ Arrived ^Wnr* *j he 
are not coming forward," Flippo ^stigators d before in ‘ 

"What we're trying to do is that e,«T„w ^frSeli^D 8 Rice, 19, 
we are concerned to the extent rtabted°V^mi^' Wh ° n 88 
that we’re trying to corroborate ^ind n a V ey 

this information and we r&uer^ar's Eve E <5ht k h a S a’ . 0n .£P![ 
pendin g a considerable effort in leainst Florin fe d ,mS? ,f,e 3 
that respect," Capt. Hanna says. ,gain8t ' ,ores ,n 1,18 Irial and 

(Next: From the prisons to the 
streets) 
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